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Direct Academic Assessment

Name: Chronological Age: 9 years, 1 month
Date of Birth:28 October 1994 Grade: 3
Date: 17 November 2003 School:   

Reason for Referral: 

XXX was referred for evaluation due to academic difficulties in the areas of reading decoding, math computation, 
and written expression, and to assist these examiners in gaining experience in direct assessment.  Results will be 
used to determine instructional placement and recommendations.

Background Information:
XXX is currently a student at XXX Elementary School in XXX, PA, where she attends third grade.  Her  
third grade teacher referred her for testing because of academic difficulties in the areas of reading decoding, 
math computation, and expressing thoughts in written form.  Her teachers do not report any social or behavioral 
adjustment problems that could interfere with her academic progress.

Assessment Methods:

 Review of records
 Teacher Interview
 Direct Observations
 Student Interview
 Direct Assessment:  Reading, Math, and Written Expression

Assessment Results:

Reading

Teacher Interview.  According to her teacher, XXX’s reading curriculum is a balanced series, with equal 
emphasis placed on teaching decoding skills and the whole language approach to reading.  XXX is currently 
working in New Horizons, a book in the third grade edition of Harcourt, Brace, & Jovanovich reading series. 
This class also utilizes trade books for reading instruction.  Reading instruction occurs for 90 minutes per day. 
Lessons begin in a large group, teacher-directed setting, and move to flexible small-group instruction.  Students 
are required to work on independent assignments while the teacher works with small groups.  Time is also 
provided for independent reading and library visits.  XXX also receives remedial services for 20 minutes per day 
in a small group setting.  The teacher utilizes daily grades as a contingency for accuracy, with parent contact 
following any five incomplete assignments.

XXX’s teacher estimated her oral reading skills to be somewhat weaker than those of her reading group 
members, and significantly weaker than those of her classmates.  With regard to word attack, XXX often guesses 
at unfamiliar words, and will attempt to sound words out if encouraged.  Her sight vocabulary and reading 
comprehension were reported to be somewhat below the average ability levels of the class.  On a brief 
behavioral rating scale completed by the teacher, XXX was rated as having difficulty with oral reading, 
completing seatwork accurately and on time, and giving correct answers when called upon when compared to 
other students in her class.

Direct Observation.  A structured observation code, the Behavioral Observation of Students in Schools 
(BOSS) was used to sample XXX’s behavior during reading.  Data were collected for fifteen minutes during 
teacher-directed reading instruction.  Comparison data were also obtained by using a randomly selected peer 
once every minute.  During the observation, XXX was engaged for 87% and off-task 13% of the observed time. 
In contrast, the peer was on-task for 100% of the observed intervals.  Of note is the fact that XXX spent most of 
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